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EXPLORATORY RESEARCH WITH TWO NEW PSYCHIC
METAL BENDERS

Peter R. Phillips and Mark Shafer† (Washington University)

Two apparently powerful subjects, M.E. and S.S., have presented them-
selves to the McDonnell Laboratory for Psychical Research (MLPR). Both
are male and in their early 20’s. They claim to hve experienced psychoki-
netic metal-bending (PKMB) and other forms of PK for many years, starting
before Uri Geller became well known. Our observations indicate that they
may possess other PK abilities as well. They have developed individual and
rather different styles of working, M.E. using a visualization technique derived
from martial-arts training, while S.S. speaks simply of ridding his mind of all
thought so that his subconscious mind can go to work. Research with these
subjects has been carried out separately by the two authors, and this brief
consists of combined observations from
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their individual research sessions, carried out from late in 1979 to July 1981.
Both experimenters have observed apparent PKMB on numerous occa-

sions, with and without contact by the subjects. In P.R.P.’s first session with
M.E., he and three other people each in turn placed several straight kys in
their closed fist and asked M.E. to influence them. M.E. was never allowed
contact with the keys, and in each instance when the hand was opened one
of the keys was discovered bent. M.S. noted two instances with M.E. of the
same phenomenon, with the same result, except that in one M.E. had brief
contact with the keys beforehand though video records show no attempt to
bend them physically then. A target S.S. apparently influenced consisted of a
lucite mold with a slot cut in it just large enough to accommodate a 1/16-inch
metal rod. The rod can be touched but not so one can physically influence it.
S.S. was observed and videotaped stroking this rod on the top and apparently
causing it to bow upward approximately 2.5 mm. Perhaps because neither of
the subjects feels at ease with electronic equipment, we have not yet succeeded
in obtaining strain-gauge records of PKMB. To increase the evidential value of
the events that we have observed, a consistent effort has been made to record
all the activities in each research session on videotape.

Both subjects seem to be able to affect photographic film to the extent
of producing streaks or blotches of light. Control shots taken simultaneously
tend to show similar but not identical influences in the case of M.E., and
tend to be similar or normal in the case of S.S. M.E. has been observed to
produce apparent light effects on film that is in a camera with the lens cap
fixed on, without (to our knowledge) in any way disturbing the lens cap or
opening the camera. Neither subject has yet produced, under strict conditions,
a recognizable paranormal image. S.S. has apparently succeeded in affecting
the operation of a video camera; the appearance of the tape was similar to
that seen after a momentary power failure.

S.S. claims to have occasionally moved objects by PK. Several videotape
recordings have been made in which he apparently causes a small clock to slide
and overturn on a table. There are also videotape records of S.S. apparently
causing a lightweight rotor to turn under an electrostatically shielded glass
dome, and in some cases, seeming to induce a change in direction of this
motion inas short as several seconds.

Both subjects have apparently succeeded in affecting standard 1/4-
amp. electrical fuses, seeming to cause them to blow at a lower current level
than expected from a series of control trials. Attempts by the experimenters
to induce a similar effect by duplicating the bodily position of the subjects,
or attempting to set the fuses in the holder such that improper contact was
made, yield results similar to control fuses. Further research on the device is
necessary before valid statistical comparisons can be made with the data.
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And last, frequent, apparent spontaneous PKMB has been observed
by both experimenters. For example, during the first visit of M.E. and S.S.
together to St. Louis, P.R.P was setting the table for supper at his house
while M.E. and S.S. looked at books in the next room. One of the straight
forks laid down on the table only a few seconds before was discovered to be
bent through about 90 degrees. Another incident involved a target consisting
of alternating strips of soft and hard beryllium copper. Under direct attempts
to influence it in research sessions, results were nil. But the following night,
after the uninfluenced target had been locked in a sealed container and left
in the locked laboratory, apparently all of the soft, annealed copper strips
bent spontaneously, while the springy ones remained unchanged. This was
discovered by a MLPR staff member the following morning.

Future research with M.E. and S.S. will aim at using better-defined
physical systems under better-controlled conditions.

3


