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PK EXPERIMENTS WITH TWO SPECIAL SUBJECTS (RB)

Mark G. Shafer,† Michael K. McBeath, Michael A. Thalbourne, and Peter R.
Phillips (McDonnell Laboratory for Psychical Research)

We carried out two experiments with two ostensible metal-benders with
whom we have worked before (Phillips and Shafer, RIP 1981, 144-146). ∗

The first experiment involved attempts to influence a mildly saline wa-
tering solution that was later used to grow rye grass, after a design by Grad.
Four sealed 500 ml. bottles of sterile 0.9% saline were enclosed in opaque,
labeled bags. One was randomly designated by coinflip for each of the two
subjects, M.E. and S.S., the other two to be used as controls. For the PK
treatment, the

∗ See footnote (∗∗∗) on page 62.
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two experimental bag-enclosed bottles were removed from their locked stor-
age container by M.S., and enclosed in another opaque, labeled bag. The
subjects were asked to hold their respective double-bagged bottle, while imag-
ining “psychic energy” flowing into the saline, and imagining enhanced growth
of plants later to be watered with the saline. Each subject held his bottle, un-
der continuous observation, for a total of 30 minutes in three separate sessions
over a two-day period.

For the plant-growth phase of the experiment the four identically ap-
pearing bottles were coded and sent to the Mind Science Foundation in San
Antonio where William Braud performed all the work in connection with this
part of the experiment. A total of 80 peat pots were planted with five rye grass
seeds each, and placed so they would receive equal amounts of sunlight. Using
a random number table, 20 pots were assigned to each of the saline bottles.
On Days 1 and 2 of the experiment, each pot was watered once with 10 ml.
from its own bottle of saline. On each remaining day of the experiment, each
pot was watered with 10 ml. of non-saline, deionized water. It had been de-
cided beforehand to take measurements every other day after sprouts became
visible, until the 15th day of the experiment.

Sprouts appeared on Day 5, and were measured at the same time of
day on Days 5, 7, 9, 11, 13, and 15. For each pot, three measurements were
taken: (1) the number of plants sprouting, (2) the average height in mm. of
the plants, and (3) the total height of the plants.

On all three measures, the growth of the plants watered with PK-
treated saline was consistently less than that of plants watered with control
saline. This difference reached significance on Day 15 for the mean height
measure (t = 2.28, 78 df, p = .02, two-tailed), and for the total height measure
(t = 1.95, 78 df, p = .05, two-tailed), the data having been pooled, as decided in
advance, for both subjects. Thus a significant psi-missing effect was observed
in this experiment.

The second of our experiments was designed to test for PK influence
on blowout times of electrical fuses. A device was constructed that applies a
steadily increasing voltage across two fuses that are easily visible, but which
are under a transparent cover that shields them from contact and static elec-
trical effects. Once fuses are securely in place, an RNG in the microcomputer
interfaced with the device selects one of the fuses as target. The distance be-
tween the two fuses may be varied, and this was also randomly chosen by the
RNG for each trial, using three possible distance conditions. Once the trial
has been run, the computer records the blowout time for each fuse.

It was hypothesized that, relative to its control fuse, the target fuse
would blow more quickly; we also looked at a possible effect of the distance
between target and control fuse.
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All fuses used were pretested to eliminate broken and weak fuses, and,
to control for substitution, were marked with an unusual color of paint, stored
in a locked area during nonexperimental periods, and kept in the hand of the
experimenter during test sessions. The computer was also kept in a locked
room when unattended.

For PK trials, M.E. and S.S. worked individually, on independent visits
to the lab. They completed varying numbers of trials per session, having been
encouraged to make attempts only when they felt motivated. A video camera
allowed us to video-record attempts. For each trial, the experimenter placed
the fuses in position, and received and retained them once blown, so that the
subjects were never permitted contact with the fuses.

The subjects completed a predesignated 240 trials, 80 in each distance
condition. For the 240 pooled trials, mean blowout time for target fuses was
12.56 seconds, for control fuses 12.90 seconds (t = 1.16, 239 df, p = .12, one-
tailed). Thus the major hypothesis was not confirmed. There was no effect
of inter-fuse distance. For the 180 trials contributed by M.E., mean for target
fuses was 12.36 seconds, for control fuses 12.94 seconds (t = 1.68, 179 df, p =
.048, one-tailed). No effect of inter-fuse distance was found. For the 60 trials
contributed by S.S., mean for target fuses was 13.15 seconds, for control fuses
12.77 seconds (t = -.70, 59 df, p = .24, one-tailed). In the case of S.S., there
did seem to be a significant effect of distance, due to psi-missing at the middle-
distance fuse. Thus, there is some evidence that different sorts of effects were
exhibited by each subject.
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