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N�
� may not have come 
across the recent article about 
haunt and poltergeist clearing 
by Robb Tilley and myself.1 
It’s also likely that many read-
ers did not attend the AIPR 
Mini-Conference 2019, where 
Robb and I presented the re-
sults of that study. Please note 
that the presentation was 
filmed, and you can watch the 
video on the AIPR’s YouTube 
channel (www.youtube.com/
watch?v=q3mKMJ3oRps&t). 

 
 

 

Neither the scientific study, 
nor the video, however, go into 
intimate details about the 
anomalous (possibly more 
intriguing) experiences our 
sample reported. That was 
because Robb and I were obli-
gated to present the important 
albeit lengthy statistical find-
ings first. Note that Robb is 
planning a more qualitative 
paper to be published in an 
upcoming issue of the journal. 

Until then, the following 
account may interest our read-
ers, as it brings into clearer 
focus some of the phenomena 
Robb encountered. Before I do 
that I’ll cover 
the technical 
aspects, and 
give the main 
results of our 
study. 

We are all familiar with 
hauntings and ghosts, or 
‘poltergeists’ if they are mis-
chievous or troublesome 
(poltergeist = ‘noisy spirit’). 
These two paranormal phe-
nomena form the subject and 
main theme of countless horror 
movies and stories. While the 
phenomena are the stuff of 
fiction and legend, they also 
have real-world impact on 
people’s lives. For example, in 
Australia, for many decades 

now, Robb Tilley has received 
phone-calls and letters from 
people literally suffering from 
these two phenomena. People 
contact Robb because one of 
the objectives of the AIPR is to 
provide support in matters to 
do with alleged or actual expe-
riences of a paranormal nature 
that may require relief of suf-
fering, distress, or helpless-
ness; and Robb carries out a 
procedure called psychic clear-
ing which remedies these dis-
turbances in people’s lives and 
their homes. 

Hauntings can occur in public 
buildings, nursing homes, 
factories, and castles, and even 
people can be haunted, but 
hauntings take place more 
often in people’s homes; these 
phenomena can have a very 
disturbing aspect to them. 
Indeed, hauntings are most 
likely caused by poltergeists, 
which are like meddlesome 
ghosts. It is because these two 
phenomena are disturbing that 
the Australian Government 

gave the AIPR, Inc., status as a 
charitable institution primarily 
on the basis of the specific 
community service AIPR pro-
vides; namely, so-called psy-
chic clearing. 

But does clearing work? 
Seeking an answer to that 
question is the primary reason 
we conducted our study: To 
seek evidence that clearing had 
positive and lasting social and 
psychological effects on the 
‘well-being’ (quality of life) of 
residents who reported 
hauntings and poltergeists 

disturbances. 
Well-being, or 
quality of life, 
covers a host of 
issues like 
standard of 

living, health, achievement in 
life, relationships, feelings of 
safety, community-
connectedness, and future 
security. Our study was 
‘retroactive’, which means 
Robb sent out surveys after his 
work was done to gauge the 
effects of the clearing. 

Besides well-being, we inves-
tigated some more conceptual 
issues related to haunting/
poltergeists, which we cover in 
our paper and video. In both of 
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“hauntings are most likely caused by 
poltergeists (meaning ‘noisy spirits’), which are 

like meddlesome ghosts” 

Mr. Robb Tilley Dr. Lance Storm 



she is emotionally stable, not very 
reactive to stress, prone to intro-
version and passivity; and she is 
cognitively organised, but not 
prone to dissociation or unusual 
experiences (males and females 
were the same in that regard). 

Here are a num-
ber of issues 
raised by resi-
dents that were 
not mentioned in 
the paper or 
video: These 
range from good 
to bad, and are 
presented to 
illustrate the 
extent of the 
problem. I’ve 
just listed some 
of the experienc-
es people had, 
but some were 
more disturbing 
than that, and as 
I said above, 

Robb is going to provide a fuller 
account of these experiences in a 
follow-up paper planned for a 
future issue of the Australian 
Journal of Parapsychology. The 
information presented here is of 
course only representative: Robb 
dealt with one client who reported 
that there was considerable may-
hem in his life; so much so that he 
felt his thoughts, memories, and 
body movements were 
‘controlled’ by some entity, and 
things got so bad for him, that he 
lost more than one job because of 
his offensive behaviour with his 
work-mates and customers. After 
the clearing, the client said every-
thing improved once the entity 
left. 

Not all cases are successful. One 
client said Robb did his best on 
two occasions to facilitate the 
clearing of these unwanted 
presences. On the occasion that 
Robb was at this client’s house, 
the client said he did feel like 
Robb had shifted “these 
[negative] energies”, but unfortu-
nately the problem persists on a 
daily basis. This case is not fully 
resolved, but fortunately, there are 
very few cases like this. 

On a more positive note, I pre-
sent a third case: Over a period of 
15 years, this client reported being 
plagued by bad luck, as well as 
many of the experiences listed 
above. But there was also the 
presence of entities and appari-
tions; electrical appliances failing, 
lights turning on by themselves, 
and strange unexplained voices 
being heard. There were also 
psychological effects; for exam-
ple, the client reported getting 
angry on a few occasions and 

At My Desk 
I’ve mentioned 16th cen-
tury French physician and 
prophet Michel de Nostre-
dame (1503-1566; a.k.a. 
Nostradamus) before in 
my column (vol. 7.2). I’m 
intrigued by Nostradamus 
because I find precogni-
tion the most fascinating 
of psi modalities. But I 
have admiration for him 
for reasons other than his 
prophecy; namely, the 
work he did with plague 
victims, and his great 
respect for knowledge and 
learning. For a mostly 
accurate account of his 
life, I recommend the film 
Nostradamus (1994), 
directed by Roger Chris-
tian; starring Turkish 
actor Tchéky Karyo in the 
title role. Nostradamus 
made sure his patients 
took in plenty of fresh air, 
and he nursed them in 
clean environments. He 
burned their plague-
ridden clothes. He also 
regularly administered a 
highly potent medicine, 
the recipe of which in-
cludes rose petals (for 
Vitamin C), Florentine iris 
(as an expectorant and 
decongestant), and cloves 
(to relieve pain and re-
duce fever). Regarding his 
major work Les 
Prophéties (Prophecies), I 
lean towards giving Nos-
tradamus the benefit of 
the doubt. I am too im-
pressed by many of his 
predictions, deliberately 
cryptic though they may 
be, but for good reason. 
However, I don’t see how 
science is advanced by 
berating and mocking 
Nostradamus, like a cer-
tain magician does in that 
deadpan style of his 
(watch a doco or two on 
prophecy, and you might 
spot who I mean). See, 
magicians know that you 
know magic is an act 
(many will even admit to 
trickery), but some of 
them are so sure psi is 
flimflam, they feel justi-
fied in taking the moral 
high-ground, and will 
argue or imply that prac-
titioners of the mantic 
arts are deluded, or char-
latans out to make a 
buck, and none ever act-
ed with integrity. Ad hom-
inem attacks are no sub-
stitute for honest inquiry 
and the scientific method. 

*  *  * 

Got something to say 
about parapsychology or 
the paranormal? Submit 
your contribution to: 
 

Dr. Lance Storm, 
School of Psychology, 
University of Adelaide, 
SA 5005 
 

or e-mail me at: 
 

aiprinc@yahoo.com 
 

Enjoy this edition of The 

A.I.P.R. News! 
 

—Lance Storm 

these, we define clearing quite 
simply as “the process by which 
the problems with hauntings and 
poltergeists are resolved”. 

 

The procedure outlined in our 
paper has changed from asking 
clients to visualize the house as 
being filled with white light, and 
inviting the troublesome spirits to 
‘go to the light’. 

Robb adds: “The good spooks 
interact with the bad spooks 
through powerful emotions, these 
emotions contain information. 
There are no words except from 
me explaining the process to the 
haunted householders and answer-
ing all their questions. I choose 
my words carefully, avoiding any 
religious context. I want this pro-
cess to be understood in a strictly 
psychic parapsychological way 
thus avoiding the clutter of reli-
gious nomenclature.” 

We assessed a total of 30 sur-
veys that were returned to Robb. 
Clients’ average age was 50 years 
old (most of these were females).  

 

Close to two thirds of the sam-
ple lived with a significant other, 
and/or had a child or children; 
whereas about one third lived 
alone. 

 

Thirty percent reported having 
lived in a haunted house before. 
The typical residence was a house 
(70%), and the remainder were 
apartments, flats, units, and so on. 
The vast majority of clients were 
from NSW (83%), but most states 
were represented. 

 

Now we come to the 
‘anomalies’ (i.e., the unexplained 
phenomena reported). The most 
common ‘psychic’ experiences 
were ‘a sensed presence’; ‘a sense 
of being stared at’; ‘sightings’ 
such as ‘apparitions (of deceased 
entities clients did not know)’, 
‘objects moving/moved’; and 
‘lights switched on and/or off by 
themselves’. 

The most common ‘sounds’ 
were ‘banging (doors, windows, 
etc.)’; ‘footsteps’; and ‘name 
calling’, or ‘hearing voices’. The 

most common types of atmos-
pheric or physical sensations were 
‘mysterious sense of cold spot’ 
and ‘touching of the victim’. 

The following are only repre-
sentative of the kinds of emotion-
al experiences reported by clients: 

‘confusion’ caused by various 
psychokinetic disturbances; 
‘shadowy figures’ and ‘misplaced 
items’; ‘nightmares’ about a ghost 
on the premises; ‘terrifying 
dreams’, ‘feeling of being 
watched’; ‘terrorized by sudden 
feelings of being strangled’, 
‘constant mind and body paraly-
sis’; ‘vivid frightening dreams’; 
‘cold rooms, dark shadows’; 
‘objects being thrown’; physical 
harm (‘scratches’ and bruises’); 
‘growling’ noises; and being 

woken by 
‘spooks’ at night. 
The statistics 
indicated that 
clearing was gen-
erally successful: 
88% regarded 
their residents as 
cleared at least 
partially. For 
haunt clearings, 
66% of residents 
were rated 
‘completely suc-
cessful’, and for 
poltergeist clear-
ings, 68% were 
rated ‘completely 

successful’. Also, in regard to 
well-being, clients’ scores on 
subjective wellbeing were on par 
with corresponding norms. 

To sum up the statistical part of 
this article, 66% to 68% of clients 
reported successful haunt/
poltergeist clearing. As for the 
typical client; she is a 44-year-old 
female at the time the haunt/
poltergeist episode occurred; she 
lived in a house at the time; she 
had a significant other and one 
child; her co-residents generally 
experienced the same anomalies; 
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Haunt and Poltergeist Clearing (cont’d ) by Lance Storm 

Poltergeist activity (	./�0�: La Vie Mysterieuse 
magazine & Wikimedia Commons). 

An allegedly haunted house (	./�0�: Vlaamse 
Gemeenschap & Wikimedia Commons). 



 

The Australian Institute of Parapsychological Research is a non-
profit community association. Based in Sydney but with a world-
wide membership base, it was established in 1977. The aims of the 
organisation are: 

 

•To collect, assess and disseminate factual information about 
claims of psychic (paranormal)  phenomena. 

•To support and encourage parapsychology (the scientific study of 
paranormal phenomena). 

•To undertake or promote activities (e.g., fundraising, social 
activities, etc.) in support of the above. 
 
Looking for information on the paranormal? The AIPR has fact 
sheets on: 
 

•Psychic and mystical experiences of the aborigines 

•Psychic and psycho-spiritual development 

•Healing 

•Mystical experiences 

•Apparitions, ghosts and 
hauntings 

•Out of body experiences 

•Near-death experiences 

•The human aura 

T�� M���-C	�
������ planned for 
Saturday November 28th, 2020, has 
been cancelled due to the uncertain-
ty surrounding the coronavirus pan-
demic. Our usual venue, the North 
Sydney Community Centre, would 
not take a deposit from AIPR Inc., 
until November 1st, which was the 
earliest date those in charge at the 
Centre would give us their ruling on 
social-distancing requirements. In 
other words, we don’t know how 
many people would be permitted into 
the venue due to social-distance 

saying things to significant others 
that were really out of character. 

After the clearing, things were 
up and down slightly—in the first 
week, the client said the residence 
was totally different (i.e., things 
improved), but in the second 
week, some problems returned. In 
the third week, most problems 
were gone, although the client 
encountered a peculiar ‘visitation 
from a woman’ a few times. By 
the fourth week, there were no 
more ‘visits’ from the ‘woman’. 

A fourth and final case to be 
reported here is of a client who 
reported some very major—one 
might say miraculous—
improvements after the clearing 
of shadowy figures, objects mov-
ing around on their own 
(witnessed by the client’s part-
ner), and feelings of very sudden 
and deep sadness and lethargy, 
which were totally out of charac-
ter for the client, but where nei-
ther cause nor reason could be 
identified. Specifically, after the 
clearing, the client reported mas-
sive improvements in health 
given that the client had a very 
rare advanced cancer, which has 
since been treated successfully. 
And professionally the client’s 
career is taking off quite well. 

There are many more cases I 
could report here, but space pro-
hibits giving a fair run-down on 
all of them. Readers must wait for 
Robbs’s follow-up report, and we 
plan to present a shorter version 
for T�� AIPR N�
�. 

To conclude, clients generally 
described their lives after the 
clearing in favourable terms, but I 
will close with two important 
comments: First, it is crucial that 
we do not underestimate people’s 
own healing powers; their focus 
and contribution are vital for a 
positive outcome. 

Second, Robb does not make 
any claims of personally and 
manifestly clearing residences of 
their haunt/poltergeist anomalies. 
Robb ‘facilitates’ the clearing 
process only; all else lies in the 
hands of the ‘good spooks’ (as 
Robb calls them) and the client. 

For more details on the study’s 
aims and outcomes, please see 
our paper listed below.              Ψ 
 
 
Author Note: Dr. Lance Storm 
earned a B.A. (Honours) in psychol-
ogy (1998) and a Ph.D. in psycholo-
gy and parapsychology (2002) at the 
University of Adelaide, South Aus-
tralia, where he conducts research in 
psychology and parapsychology 
 
Notes 
1. L. Storm, & R. Tilley, “Haunt and 

poltergeist clearing in Australian 
residences: A retrospective sur-
vey”, Australian Journal of Para-
psychology 20 (2020): 21-55. 
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regulation, or indeed how many of 
our regular attendees would want to 
be in a crowded room. The Cardigan 
Fund already covered the Mini-
Conference this year for the usual 
estimated amount, but then we found 
that the cost of interstate airline 
tickets would have put the Mini-
Conference expenditure way over 
budget so the money will carry over 
into next year for the 2021 Mini-
Conference. The Annual General 
Meeting, usually held on the Friday 
before the Mini-Con, has been post-

poned to a future date yet to be 
agreed upon, and likely will be held 
on Skype or Zoom given that the 
majority of AIPR committee and 
other members do not live in NSW. I 
will file the annual tax return on time, 
as we always receive a GST tax 
refund. The Annual Information 
Statement will be filed with the 
ACNC in January.                           Ψ 

 
Robb Tilley 

Public Officer 
AIPR Inc. 

CANCELLATION OF AIPR MINI-CONFERENCE 2020  

Ghostbusters of Australia Conference: Surprise Endings by Joyce Bok 
I� ����� 	
�� everything was the 
‘old’ normal, when people could 
gather in large groups shoulder to 
shoulder, with their faces exposed 
and people coughed freely … 

Salubrious Events’ Ghostbusters of 
Australia Conference took place in 
March 2020. First, there was the 
Ghost Investigation Night on Friday 
the 13th! The Events Manager, Joyce 
Bok, initially visited the Mount Martha 
Community Centre to talk to the staff 
working there. They confirmed that 
they had experienced too many 
unexplained occurrences to deny any 
ghostly interactions at the place. Built 
in 1889, the place was a Coffee 
Palace Guest-House. Later on, it 
served as a private residence; then a 
residence for the RAAF personnel 
before becoming a community cen-
tre. 

It was a sold-out event with 25 
people and many rooms to explore. 
We broke up into smaller groups 
headed up by mediums Roquelle 
Frances and Brett Farrell, and Para-
normal Investigator, Dr. Vladimir 
Dubaj. 

Many ghosts were ‘picked up’, both 
happy and sad. Attendees had a go 
at sensing, and many had it con-

firmed by the mediums and the Se-
curity Guard on-site! 

Then towards the end of the night, 
we had a surprise; we all sat in one 
room and Dr. Dubaj placed some 
‘trigger’ objects in the room. Nothing 
happened for a while. Then when we 
were distracted by one of the at-
tendees telling us about her parallel 
life experience, Boom! One of the 
trigger objects went off, lighting up 
the room with a kaleidoscope of 
colours. Three of the attendees said 
that just before that occurred, they 
saw one of the windows moving in a 
waving motion. Roquelle and another 
attendee said that they saw a white 
male figure running towards the 
trigger object just before it lit up. I 
had just turned my video camera off! 
Typical! 

On Saturday, March 21st, the all-
day conference was held. We went 
through two venues cancelling on us 
due to the COVID-19 lockdown! That 
was the second surprise. The confer-
ence was moved to an online plat-
form. Our Black Fella Originee (he 
prefers this term) speaker got sick on 
the day as well. We pushed on, with 
Roquelle Frances talking about how 
the Ego interferes with accurate 

readings in 
Mediumship. 

Then followed 
Kosta Srbnoff 
who spoke 
about using the 
tool of Dowsing 
to sense ener-
gies and how he 
clears haunted spaces using more 
traditional techniques taught by his 
Gypsy family from Makedonija. 

Then Dr. Dubaj talked about inves-
tigation basics and the equipment 
one needs to conduct a paranormal 
investigation. 

Lastly, Ghostbuster Brett Farrell 
talked about entity attachments and 
how they cause problems for individ-
uals. 

The conference was well received 
and attendees wanted to stay long-
er, given the stimulating discussion. 
It would have been better of course, 
to have the event face-to-face. Once 
the COVID-19 lockdowns are over, 
we look forward to holding another 
Ghostbusters of Australia event!    Ψ 
 

www.salubriousevents.com 
 

info@salubriousevents.com 



ence on the paranormal. There 
is plenty of data on the potential 
influence of the Moon on be-
havioural, psychiatric, and even 
medical conditions. However, 
the literature is largely confus-
ing and discordant. For every 
study finding a significant influ-
ence on the human body, there 
are others finding the contrary.3 

When it comes to the moon 
and ghost activity, there is little 
information beyond supersti-
tions. So it came as a big sur-
prise to find this significance. 
However, I should point out a 
limit in our analysis. 

The limitation in the data is 
due to the fact that we could not 
correct for people’s beliefs in 
the lunar effect. People’s likeli-
hood of a ghostly encounter 
could easily have been swayed 
by the direct observation of a 
big bright full Moon: “Ah, it’s a 
full Moon. We should be in for 
some fun tonight”. 

Conversely, during a new 
Moon the environment is natu-
rally darker and more suscepti-
ble to vague sensory cues; a 
suppression of sensory infor-
mation gives rise to the mind’s 
imagination. So despite the 
significant relationship between 
Moon phase and ghost reports, 
we could not definitively rule 
out a psychological explanation. 

However, a plot twist occurred 
when I analysed my own data-
base of ghost and haunting field
-investigations over the years. 
Although much smaller in sam-
ple size, this too was found to 
be significant during the full 
and new Moon phases. More 
anomalies were recorded during 
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R�65	53��: Last year, Tony 

Mowbray and 
I published a 
journal paper 
looking at 20 
years of eye-
witness ac-
counts of 
ghost activity 

that had been documented at 
Port Arthur Historic Settlement 
in Tasmania.1 With so much 
data and spanning such a long 
time, the first thing we investi-
gated was the possible influence 
of environmental factors. What 
we found was both expected 
and unexpected. 

A non-surprising yet still 
exciting finding was that of a 
geomagnetic correlation with 
the frequency of eye-witness 
reports. This lent support to 
prior European data.2 Basically, 
during months of increased 
geomagnetic disturbance, sig-
nificantly more people experi-
ence ghost activity. This varia-
tion in geomagnetic activity is 
due to the seasonal interaction 
between the Sun and the Earth. 
The result is more paranormal 
activity occurring around March 
and again in October. The exact 
mechanism between the two is 
not understood. 

The unexpected finding from 
the study came from the signifi-
cant interaction between eye-
witness reports and Moon 
phase. It was found that there 
was a burst of activity during 
both a full Moon and a new 
Moon. This did surprise us, 
because there is no substantial 
evidence for the Moon’s influ-

a full Moon or a new 
Moon (see graph be-
low). 

What’s more, the 
investigations that did 
not garner any anoma-
lies were not distribut-
ed across the lunar 
month in any signifi-
cant pattern. The reason 
why I mention that this 
is a plot twist is down 
to the fact we were 
downright sceptical of 
the lunar influence on 
ghost activity. This data 
was acquired well be-
fore we came across the 
lunar findings that we 
published. I even recall 
a few times we made 
fun of the suggestion. 

Now the evidence is looking 
better for a ‘supernatural’, or at 
least a non-psychological expla-
nation of a ghost-Moon interac-
tion. But the mechanism in-
volved is still unknown. Gravity 
is unlikely. Walking past a brick 
wall will expose you to the 
same gravitational forces as that 
of the Moon. 

In the absence of a more plau-
sible theory, the most logical 
explanation is the Moon’s abil-
ity to interact with Earth’s geo-
magnetic field. This occurs 
especially during a new and full 
Moon when the Moon perturbs 
the Sun-Earth magnetic field 
interactions. It is these field 
fluctuations that may influence 
either the haunted location or 
perhaps the human brain.        Ψ 
 
Author Note: Vladimir Dubaj 
earned his B.Sc. (Honours) in 

Neurophysiology, and a Ph.D. 
in Biomedical Instrumentation. 
He is founder and President of 
the Australian Parapsychologi-
cal Research Association 
(APRA) , and current President 
of the AIPR. He conducts re-
search into the survival of con-
sciousness, ghosts and haunting 
phenomena, poltergeist activity, 
and out-of-body and near-death 
experiences. 
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Nunc Quid by Vladimir Dubaj 

* 
* 

* : sig at p = 0.05 

Full Moon from Galileo spacecraft 
December 7, 1992 (	./�0�: NASA & 

Wikimedia Commons). 


