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The AIPR Mini-Conference 2017 by Camilla Whaitiri

THE AIPR Mini-CoN 2017,
held at the North Sydney
Community Centre, Decem-
ber 2nd, was advertised as
“Four Lectures on
‘Otherreal’ Experiences”,
and was chaired by Dr. Vla-
dimir Dubaj, a paranormal
investigator from Melbourne,
Victoria. Dr. Tony Jinks,
psychologist at Western Syd-
ney University, coined the
term ‘otherreal’, and he start-
ed proceedings with a lecture
titted, ‘The Otherreal: Reali-
ty, Altered States of Con-
sciousness, and Paranormal
Experience’.

Dr. Jinks’s talk provided an
overview of reality and al-
tered states of consciousness
(ASCs). He discussed how
analogies may assist our
understanding of ‘otherreal’
experiences.

Dr. Jinks did well, though
he lost me a couple of times.
| can see what he was trying
to do, and appreciate how
difficult it is to ‘hone down’
one’s many findings and
present them in a short space
of 50 minutes.

Mr. John Dixon, also a
paranormal investigator,
followed Dr. Jinks with a

lecture titled ‘Poltergeists vs.
Haunts: What's the Differ-
ence?’ From his own experi-
ence working in a haunted
bar in Sydney, NSW, Dixon
asked whether haunting cases
and poltergeist cases could be
differentiated statistically.
John Dixon was great. |
enjoyed his talk a lot and
appreciated the humour in
delivering his information.

Not advertised, and appar-
ently a late addition to the
programme, we had a brief
outline on reincarnation re-
search from Dr. Terry
Olesen, who is the Australian
representative of the Reincar-
nation Research Foundation
in San Francisco, California.

Good on Terry for pushing
his case, but personally, |
thought it was very old infor-
mation, though | suppose it
may have been new for some
people in the audience. How-
ever, I'm not sure what he
was trying to achieve in only
10 minutes. Apparently, he
made a special request to
present, so the mini-con or-
ganisers gave him as much
time as they could afford. |
made eye contact with Dr.
Olesen a few times, and |
know he was trying to bring
something forward, but he
seemed awkward about it, or
maybe he just felt rushed.

Dr. John Diamond
(psychiatrist, healer, thera-
pist, and author), gave a lec-
ture called ‘A Doctor in Two
Worlds: My Spiritual Project
with Psychic Medium Owen
Potts’, about his experiences
with British medium Owen
Potts.

Dr. Diamond’s talk was like
a fire-side chat. That was ok.
He was sitting next to me in
the aisle, so | had it lined up
to talk to him after the con-
ference. However, his wife
Susan jumped in to deal with
most of my questions.

Dr. Diamond has done an
incredible amount of study
and work on various psycho-

logical and spiritual matters,
and made a great contribu-
tion, but | observed that he'd
go back to the same premis
quite often in his talk—I put

that down to the fact that he
did not use Powerpoint slides
to guide him like the other

presenters did.

Interestingly, Dr. Diamond
raised the issue of freewill
(he doesn’t believe in it); I
have reached the same con
clusion. However, he ex-
pressed a readiness to leav
‘this world’. | never got a
chance to ask him, whilst
there is only one way spiritu-
ally, ‘What about being hu-
man”, which after all is why
we are.

Finally, Mr. Attila Kaldy,
paranormal investigator and
film-maker based in Sydney,
NSW, presented his experi-
ences in a talk called ‘The
Search for Australia’s Big-
foot: The Yowie'.

For those who don't know,
the Yowie

is Australia’s

Yowie Statue, Yowie Park, Kilcoy,
Queensland [SURCE Wikimedia
Commons]
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At My Desk

The AIPR Mini-Con 2017
was a huge success and,
I have to admit, it was
quite by chance that it
was ‘themed’ around the

concept of the
‘Otherreal” (Dr. Tony
Jinks’s term). While it

does simplify my task
promotion-wise, AIPR’s
aim is not to set up AIPR
Mini-Cons as if they
could be a substitute for
symposia, which have a
common theme, but if
the shoe fits from time
to time, so be it. Long
story short, Tony’s lec-
ture on the Otherreal
accorded itself quite well
with the other presenta-
tions, and perhaps Attila
Kaldy’s Yowie presenta-
tion was a natural culmi-
nation of the theme
started by Tony, that
progressed through John
Dixon’s  poltergeist-
haunt talk, and John
Diamond’s mediumistic
experiences. I'll give
special attention to
Yowie/Bigfoot-type phe-
nomena because they
represent the ultimate in
‘otherreal’. Ranging from
Lloyd Pye’s literal inter-
pretations, to Jungian
psychological manifesta-
tions (which can be ap-
plied to UFOs and ET
visitation too), we are in
more than a quandary,
for although we have
these two main theoret-
ical approaches, there’s
so much psychophysical
cross-over that we al-
most need a third way,
as seems to be the case
with quantum anomalies
(check out physicist Tom
Campbell on Youtube for
examples). A spanner in
the works courtesy of
yours truly? You bet! But
such phenomena are not
called paranormal for
nothing.

X kX

Got something to say
about parapsychology or
the paranormal? Submit
your contribution to:

Dr. Lance Storm,
School of Psychology,
University of Adelaide,
SA 5005

or e-mail me at:
aiprinc@yahoo.com

Enjoy this edition of The
A.I.P.R. News!

—Lance Storm

THE A.I.P.R.
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The AIPR Mini-Conference 2017 (cont’d) by Camilla Whaitiri

equivalent to the North Ameri-
can Bigfoot. | liked Attila too. |
have a friend who is a Yowie
hunter, so | was avidly taking
notes during Attila’'s talk to
share with my friend later.
Funnily enough, when | spot-
ted Attila for the first time en-
tering the community centre,
my first thought was, that’s the

Yowie researcher—maybe
there’'s a Yowie-researcher
look.

| have another friend who
lives at Springbrook, Queens-
land, where there is a museum
on top of the mountain dedicat-
ed to Yowie sightings. She told
me there are 14 waterfalls in
that area which seem to have

something to do with the
Yowie's presence there.
I must say too, I've only

stayed with her once up there,

but it is not easy getting to
sleep there—you certainly feel
you're not alone, even when the
plan is to be alone.

What really made the differ-
ence this year was the food and
beverages provided on site;
fortunate for everyone because
it rained constantly throughout
the afternoon (so no one had to
risk getting wet searching for a
café), but more so because it
meant people didn’t disperse as
they did at previous mini-cons.
Also, it created a relaxing space
for people to meet and mingle.

To cut a long story short, |
think having refreshments on
site will prove to be beneficial
to the gathering—I am told it
will be part of future mini-
cons—but because of that
chance to mingle, | came away
with business cards for the first

time, and I'm sure that no mat-

ter how slight the connection is,

it can only be a good thing that
we have connected, recognised
our common interests, and sup-
ported the collective move to-

ward consciousness develop-
ment.

Overall, the conference went
well. The speakers were inter-
esting, just as I've found in the
previous two years I've attend-
ed. b 4

Author Note:Camilla Whaitiri
has studied the paranormal, and
practiced her psychic skills
since childhood. She currently
works as a psychic consultant
and spiritual advisor in The
Rocks, Sydney, where she has
been for 18 years. She has been
reading Tarot cards profession-
ally for over 25 years.

Radio Interview on ABC Nightlife Radio by Joy Bok

BEING INTERVIEWED‘
LVE and having youlf ==
voice broadcast né ©
tionwide can be il
very daunting experi
ence for a first-timer|
This is an account ¢
my virginal experi
ence of a brief brus &= %
with a conventiona
media organisatio’
interviewing -
giving a psychologih—---
cal perspective o
Extra Sensory Pe.
ception (ESP) abili==
ties of characters in popular
media culture.

I was contacted by ABC
Nightlife Radio and asked if |
would be interested in taking
part in an interview with a pan-
el of speakers hosted by Sarah
McDonald on Saturday July
22nd at 10:00pm. The panel
consisted of a movie director in
Sydney, and an author in the
UK. They had seen that | had
chaired the AIPR Mini-

Conference 2016, and must
have thought | would be a good
candidate to talk about ESP
from a psychological perspec-
tive. The topic was on Popular
Culture and the Media, prompt-
ed by the rising popularity of

series like Sense 8

TV
(Netflix). They would also talk
about other movies, books and

TV shows with characters
showing ESP abilities.

I myself, had never seen
Sense 8 but the concept of
eight people from different
parts of the world who were
connected psychically sounded
very intriguing!

I had never done a live radio
show with a well-known and
conventional organisation be-
fore and thus, felt very nervous
at the idea of people all over
Australia hearing what | had to
say. | reassured myself that
most people would probably
have something more exciting

T T to do at 10
. - .‘oclock on a Sat-
1‘.?\. urday night and
only a few old
'{ ~ folks would be up
~ listening to it.
4 After much nerv-
ous anticipation,
| the night finally
_came. The large,
dark building on
q‘.the corner in
. | Southbank  Mel-
f bourne was easy

entrance was
harder to locate on that cold
and windy night.

The spacious building with
minimal furniture was manned
by two people at reception.
There was no one else around
in this very quiet building.

| had brought my partner with
me for support and we made
our way upstairs.

We couldn’t see anyone until
| peered in the window of the
radio room and saw one man
there. | didn't want to disturb
him. We just sat quietly in an-
ticipation. He eventually came
out and let us into the radio
room.

The room was small, dark and
had a very large microphone.
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Radio Interview on ABC Nightlife Radio (cont'd) by Joy Bok

Again, the room was very ued to say that it could be ar | was being asked question ly. | felt like | was taken for a
Spartan with hardly any furni- innate ability that we all could about research, and since | wa: ride, but there was no destina-
ture or objects. develop. The movie directorn't an academic, | didn't feel tion. Perhaps it was because

The moment had come and then mentioned ESP being a confident to answer them there was so much more | want-
all the deep breathing and af- “innate ability,” which may be properly. | mentioned that | was ed to say and | wasn't able to
firmations went out the win- why we are so fascinated in thra member of the AIPR but | say them. | was being guided to
dow! The nerves took a life of subject. Sarah, however, apwasn't an academic. | really talk about certain points rather
their own. peared more sceptical. wanted to mention more abou than it being left open for me to
A voice came over the head- Then there were the break the AIPR for listeners who talk about the depth of the sub-
phones, greeting me from Syd- when Sarah was talking to the¢were interested in finding out ject and my experiences.
ney. She counted down. | other two guests. | was distract more and about the annual mir | felt like | was just represent-
thought about the questions ed by my partner who was giv- -conference. However, | felt ing the mainstream
that were given beforehand. At ing me signals and mouthing pressured for time and Sara ‘psychologist’ view rather than
least | had time to prepare my silent words which | could not took the lead to keep the answe my experiences in private prac-
answers, or so | thought! comprehend. He found thetime short and sharp. tice of clients who had experi-

3,2,1...and I was live on “cough” button and suggestec When they talked aboBense enced ESP. There was also n
airl The music and introduc- some things to say. However 8, | managed to utter somethintinterest in me as a person. The
tion came in. My heart was that just made me more nerv about Jung's collective uncon- there was the unpreparedness o
beating fast. Sarah’s first ques- ous. scious as one theory to explai the questions asked, as they
tion to me or rather a state- Sarah then came back to m our connectedness. However, were not the ones given to me
ment, was that in Psychology, and asked me what the resear felt rushed and didn't feel like | beforehand.
there was no evidence of ESP said about the difference be had enough open space to e We walked out of the room
and that it does not exist! tween men and women. | didn" plore this further. and waved “goodbye” to the

Hang on, that question wasn’t know of the research betweel Then in the final moments, man in the other room, but I
on the list given to me! In fact, the genders, but gave my opin Sarah asked me if | had a boo don't know if he saw us. |
none of the questions that were ion from my experience that | could recommend about telep looked to my partner for feed-
given to me beforehand were women show more ESP abili- athy. | had a book in mind to back. He reassured me that it
asked! Ok, breath slowly, think ties and it could be becaus recommend called ‘Psychic sounded better than | thought. |
quick! | responded by saying women are more in touch with Warrior’ by David Morehouse was worried that my nervous-
that perhaps Western main- their feelings and intuitions, about his career as a CIA spy il ness was too obvious. | couldn’t
stream Psychology stated that especially being mothers. Of remote viewing. However, | sleep that night. Later, my
there’s no experience, but there ten, they would have developer said “No, | don't have a book in friends who managed to listen
is a branch of Psychology some (telepathic) connectior mind.” Duh! | was kicking to it told me it was coherent and
called Parapsychology which with their babies. | also men- myself as to why | didn’'t men- that they enjoyed it.
has done numerous researchtioned something about twins tion that book. Would | do it again? If you
and experiments and had which Sarah seemed to like. The interview ended prompt- had asked me that night, |
shown that there is evidence of
ESP. Well, something to this
effect anyway as | felt that |
had not said it quite as coher-
ently as that and with a lot of
‘ums’ and ‘arrhs.’

Sarah McDonald sounded
surprised and asked about thq
research and was there really
evidence. | proceeded to talk
about J. B. Rhine’s research
because | thought that was
what was most well-known. |

The Australian Institute of Parapsychological Research is a non-
profit community association. Based in Sydney but with a world-
wide membership base, it was established in 1977. The aims of the
organisation are:

*To collect, assess and disseminate factual information about
claims of psychic (paranormal) phenomena.

®To support and encourage parapsychology (the scientific study of
paranormal phenomena).

AUSTRALIAN ;;I'tc? L'Jtr:]::rte?;lée) or: grom;)ttcaoa::ctt;\/eit;elc)so(ee.g., fundraising, social
JOURNAL OF ivities, .) in suppor ve.

also mentioned the meta- PARAPSYCHOLDGY Looking for information on the paranormal? The AIPR has fact
analysis of the numerous re- sheets on:

search done showing positive 03, Vol 3. Mo, 1

results. | then mentioned that R |l ® Psychic and mystical experiences of the aborigines

some of my clients had told me
of their ESP experiences.

She then emphasised, “Every
client? Every client?” Oops, | The Australian Journal of Para-
did | say ‘every client? | psychology features research e Apparitions, ghosts and w ’r n th w .
quickly retracted and said | 27 s:rfespiigi’;trsksenso"y hauntings ere n_ . e en'
“most” clients and that it | (psychokinesis), and the after- *Out of body experiences www.alnrlnc_org
dqesnt have to be spmethlng life. « Near-death experiences
“bllg.”. It could be as simple as Subscribe Now! (see
thinking about someone and page 4)
then that person rings. | contin-

® Psychic and psycho-spiritual development
®Healing

® Mystical experiences

*The human aura
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would have said “No way!”
But now, | would say, “Yes,
definitely!”

It was an experience, and SAYONARA!
perhaps | would be a little This is it—my
more relaxed next time and final column. |

just go with the flow, knowing
you can never really prepare |
for it. | feel very appreciative [
of the opportunity for this 11th), and | am
experience. squeezing in the column
What would my advice be write-up before | go.
for others in the same situa- That's the main reason I've
tion? Just to be prepared, butdecided this has got to be the
also be prepared for the unex- last one.
pected, to be spontaneous, not For me, the study of psi and
to take it so seriously, and to contributions to the academic
remember that we are our own field of inquiry all have to be
worst critic. | would say have taken on outside of another
fun; say whatever is on the career that pays a wage.
edge of your mind at the time | know | am not alone in
and just be yourself. this, but 1 have finally

fly off to Japan
this afternoon
(Sunday March

| would like to thank Lance
Storm and Robb Tilley for
their advice too! vy

reached a point where | don't
want to be constantly won-
dering how | am going to get

time for it on top of all my

other non-negotiable obliga-

tions.

| started this column ten

Author Note:Joy Bok is a years ago almost to the day.
psychologist and clinical hyp- During that time I've tracked
notherapist. She has extensivemy progress through this
experience in the mental column.
health, education and commu- It is clear that I've failed to
nity sectors. Ms. Bok has an achieve what | thought |
active interest in parapsychol- would in the decade between
ogy, and is a committee mem- the first and this last one.
ber of the AIPR.

Posteode:

PAY ONLINE
WITH YOUR CREDIT CARD

OO0 OO0 00000004

D Visa DMasterca rd
Exp.
Name:
Address:
Country:

[ My Cheque/Money Order is enclosed
(Payable to A.I.PR. Inc)

Name:
Address:
Postcode:

THE AUSTRALIAN JOURNAL OF PARAPSYCHOLOGY
SUBSCRIPTIONS AUD. $70 PER ANNUM FOR TWO

ISSUES. JUNE & DECEMBER EACH YEAR.
AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF PARAPSYCHOLOGICAL

RESEARCH INC. (FOUNDED 1977)
TELEPHONE: (02) 9816 4279 * WWW.AIPRINC.ORG

P.0.Box 295 GLADESVILLE NSW 2111

AUSTRALIA

THE A.1.P.R.

But | have had some small
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Quid Nunc by Hannah Jenkins

Happy to report that it

successes along the way, so worked! And far exceeded

I'd rather focus on these:

* | have received and suc-
cessfully managed funds
for two research projects.

I've hosted a radio show
for close to 10 years that
provided a forum for dis-

cussing paranormal events
without fear of favour.

I've attended conferences
and made some significant
professional connections
with people | admire.

I've reviewed books, pa-
pers and theses and felt
like a contributor to the
ongoing attempts to ex-
plain what | still think is
one of the most challeng-
ing and exciting aspects of
our existence: psi.

| do feel that the work that
the psi research academic
community does is im-
portant. But | have felt for a
long time that there are a lot
of people talking and not
many listening, especially
outside of our community.

That is why | have decided
to turn my attention to pro-
jects that aim to show how
psi can be used successfully
to solve real-world prob-
lems. | am hoping it may
garner more attention this
way.

I will develop ideas that |
gained thanks to the Cardi-
gan Fund which helped
bring a project to completion
last year.

The aim was to predict a
binary choice future event
successfully (above chance)
over time (6 months) with
the aim of getting 70%-80%
correct. It was deliberately
not a statistics-based, long-
run experiment.

It was created to be agile
and adaptive to the feedback
of the participants as we
worked together to develop
a protocol using a mixture of
bio-feedback and remote
viewing protocols.

even my optimistic anticipa-
tions (we did get around 70%
of the choices correct).

It was a massive effort and
learning experience for all
involved, but worth it.

So, though | am closing on
a slightly sad note when |
look back at what | had
hoped to achieve 10 years
ago (a career in parapsychol-
ogy) | feel ok about it and
optimistic about what might
lie ahead when | can focus on
applying psi for the sake of
it.

I hope to be able to share
my new adventures with psi
before too long in another yet
to be determined forum.

Thanks to all readers who
have taken an interest in this
column and to the AIPR for
providing the space for it in
the bulletin. v

Over and out,
Hannah

Author Note:Hannah Jen-
kins is the founder and direc-
tor of QIPP (Quality Investi-
gative Psi Projects) which is
a research institute dedicated
to discovering how to apply
and explain psi.

QIPP is a self-funded insti-
tute able to support a small
cross-disciplinary team of
researchers.

QIPP is located in Hobart,
Australia.

More information here:

www.qgipp.com.au




