
What does the scientific 
study of the paranormal, 
including ghost stories, pol-
tergeist phenomena, and 
ESP, have to do with gram-
mar? These elements all 
came together last semester 
as a vehicle for teaching 
Analytical Reading and 
Writing at the University of 
Western Sydney. The course, 
coordinated by Dr. Adrian 
Hale, is a core unit for Hu-
manities and Communication 
Arts students and is intended 
to teach grammar, critical 
thinking, and academic re-
search and writing skills. The 
appeal of 
the 
course is 
that each 
tutor is 
encouraged to choose a sub-
ject upon which to base their 
lessons. 

With only a few days to 
prepare my first lesson, my 
background in biology did 
not inspire me, so I chose 
parapsychology as the sub-
ject matter for my four clas-
ses. I am fascinated by para-
psychology and, with my 
scientific background and 
teaching experience, I felt up 
to the task. However, I knew 
it was a gamble: The stu-
dents were of varied reli-
gious and social backgrounds 
and enrolled in such courses 
as Economics, Law, and 
Education. I had no idea how 
they would react, but I knew 
it was a polarising, emotive 
subject and that there was an 
enormous amount of material 

from both proponents and 
critics. I went ahead and it 
proved an unexpected suc-
cess. 

During the first lesson, I 
invited students to share 
stories of inexplicable per-
sonal experiences. Their 
initial reluctance turned to 
enthusiasm after I shared an 
experience of my own. It had 
taken place ten years earlier 
while I was on a historical 
tour of the Female Orphan 
School at Rydalmere, now 
part of the university cam-
pus. After that, stories of 
precognitive dreams, ESP, 

ghostly occurrences and 
poltergeists were forthcom-
ing. 

My lessons linked the 
course curriculum to para-
psychological topics: The 
sense of being stared at coin-
cided with the lecture on 
semiotics and depictions of 
the eye in history; I used 

after-death communication 
(ADC) to teach incremental 
responses to texts by first 
explaining spontaneous 
ADCs and getting their ini-
tial (largely sceptical) re-
sponses to the issue, then 
relating the way that induced 
ADCs have been used suc-
cessfully in therapy. 

Another projected course 
outcome was to teach aca-
demic argument. We looked 
at the controversy and blatant 

bias against parapsychology 
in academia and the media. 
This made clear the necessity 
of developing a balanced 
analysis based on research 
and primary sources, rather 
than relying on the interpre-
tations of others. Almost all 
the students were completely 
ignorant of the huge body of 
research in these areas and 
the credentials of the scien-
tists involved. 

Of course, not everyone 
was pleased. I had to deal 
with the disbelief that I could 
be serious, ‘intellectual’ 
opposition and even mockery 

from some 
students. 
However, it 
was the stu-
dents who 

stayed back to tell me excit-
edly that they had always 
had an interest in such phe-
nomena but never realised it 
was a subject for serious 
study, and others who were 
grateful to be reading inter-
esting material in a class on 
grammar that encouraged me 
to continue. 

A third or more of the 
students shared an unusual 
experience over the course of 
the semester. The numbers 
were surprising, but what 
struck me most was their 
sincerity and need to have 
their experiences heard. I 
found it fascinating. By tak-
ing such issues seriously as 
an ‘academic’, I had given 
them permission to do the 
same. Many questioned pre-
viously held beliefs as the 
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At My Desk 
Et tu, Brute? Major events in 
history tend to involve con-
spiracies. Empires, kingdoms, 
governments, and corpora-
tions have even fallen be-
cause of them. Political lec-
turer G. Edward Griffin will 
tell you the so-called 
“conspiratorial view of histo-
ry” is a valid one for it’s a 
fact that governments de-
ceive. Yet those who question 
government commissions and 
official reports; those who 
adopt alternative explana-
tions, are often mockingly 
labelled ‘conspiracy theorists’ 
and their opinions are dispar-
aged. Researchers should be 
mindful of these facts, and 
they should think twice about 
the validity of the measures 
they use for their studies. So, 
what do I make of a recent 
JP article which finds that 
paranormal believers (sheep) 
are poor at reality testing, 
and indiscriminately endorse 
conspiracy theories? In par-
ticular, it is implied that 
sheep tend to prefer an 
alternative (conspiratorial) 
explanation of the JFK assas-
sination as opposed to the 
Warren Commission Report 
and its conclusion that Lee 
Harvey Oswald acted alone. 
However, alongside that now 
unpopular “official” explana-
tion, there’s one by the US 
House of Representatives 
Select Committee on Assassi-
nations (HSCA) from 1979. 
Yes, it’s official—the HSCA 
found that the assassination 
of JFK was a conspiracy, 
though the nature of that 
conspiracy or its other partic-
ipants (besides Oswald) could 
not be determined. The 
HSCA’s evidence included an 
investigation of Oswald’s CIA 
and FBI connections. So 
that’s one validated conspira-
cy. Can we expect that other 
more reasonable conspiracy 
theories will be validated? I 
say yes. As for sheep—
maybe it’s this simple: Psi-
believers actually bother to 
check the facts, and they opt 
for explanations that best fit 
those facts without needing 
the countenance of official 
bodies. Watch out for 
‘establishment science’—that 
brand of science that pathol-
ogizes a belief if it doesn’t 
bear a hegemonic imprima-
tur. And remember this—
truth is often stranger than 
fiction, and psi (also thought 
to be a fiction), and those 
who believe in psi, may be 
closer to the truth than the 
establishment is prepared to 
concede. 
 

*  *  * 
Got something to say about 
the paranormal? Submit to: 
 

Dr. Lance Storm, 
School of Psychology, 
University of Adelaide, 
SA 5005 
 

or e-mail me at: 
 

aiprinc@yahoo.com 
 

Enjoy this edition of The 

A.I.P.R. News! 
 

—Lance Storm 

weeks wore on. One particular-
ly memorable occasion in-
volved a female student. Every 
week, she debunked whichever 
topic I introduced—until I 
talked about ADCs. To my 
surprise, she related to the class 
a very moving ADC with her 
late grandmother. She was in 
tears by the end of it, as was I. 

Far from proving a problem, 
religion provoked interesting 
conversations: A Buddhist 
student wondered why the 
study of reincarnation was even 
under question; a Muslim stu-

dent spoke to me in private 
about the Jinn and her belief in 
inter-dimensional beings; and a 

Catholic student alarmed her 
priest by asking about posses-
sion and exorcisms. 

The official student feedback 
at the completion of the course 
was overwhelmingly positive, 
and many made a point of com-
menting on the interesting sub-
ject matter. Students reported 
that their preconceptions about 
what was knowable and un-
knowable, and what could be 
objectively studied and scien-
tifically researched had been 
challenged. 

Parapsychology proved to be 
a surprisingly good choice to 
teach the basics of academic 
research, writing and critical 
thinking to a diverse group of 
students. On the strength of the 
positive feedback, I am prepar-
ing to use it again next year. I 
have already received some 

useful advice from Dr. Tony 
Jinks, who is also based at 
UWS, and would like to take 
this opportunity to thank Dr. 
Lance Storm for allowing me 
to use his online resources 
(www.aiprinc.org/index.asp) in 
setting last semester’s final 
essay questions.                      Ψ 
 
The following references were 
used in the course: 
 
Introductions to parapsychol-
ogy: Dean Radin’s The Con-
scious Universe (1997), and 
Entangled Minds (2006); Rupert 

Sheldrake’s The Sense of Being 
Stared At, and Other Aspects of 
the Extended Mind (2003); Har-

vey Irwin’s An Introduction to 
Parapsychology (2004); Science 
and the Taboo of Psi (Google 
Tech Talk Jan 16 2008), Re-
trieved from http://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=qw_O9Qiwqew; Volk, S. 

(2011). Fringe-ology: How I 
Tried to Explain Away the Un-
explainable—and Couldn’t. 
Noetic Now, 12. Retrieved from 
http://noetic.org/noetic/issue-
twelve-july/fringe-ology/; Tart, 

C: TASTE: The Archives of 
Scientists’ transcendent Experi-
ences [online journal]. Re-
trieved from http://www.issc-
taste.org/main/
introduction.shtml. 
 
After-death communication: 
http://
www.healingafterthewar.org/
IADC.html; http://
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Premoni�ons by James Barker 
 

My name is James Barker 
from Kingsley in Western Aus-
tralia. I’m a 53 year old retired 
IT Project Manager—retired 
due to arthritis. 

In 2007 I approached the 
President, of the West Australi-
an Skeptics Association 
(WASA), John Happs to enter 
their Skeptics Challenge, which 
states that they will pay 
$100,000 to anyone who can 
demonstrate paranormal abili-
ties, such as ESP, or predicting 
the future. I told them how I 
have dreams that come true, 
and have done so since child-

hood. During the 12 months I 
registered with them I had six 
of these vivid dreams, which I 
submitted to them. These were 
the only dreams submitted. It 
wasn’t a case of me firing off 
hundreds of dreams, and then 
picking a few that sounded 
right. Every dream I sent them 
resolved itself, normally within 
weeks or days. 

For example, in the first 
dream, I dreamt of Kevin 
Rudd’s wife (I didn’t know her 
name at that stage, or what she 
looked like, I just knew who 
she was), standing next to a 

hole that looked like a grave. 
This had come out of the 
blue—I’d never seen her be-
fore, and there had been noth-
ing recent in the media about 
her. 

I forwarded this dream to 
John Happs, wondering wheth-
er, based on the grave-like 
hole, she was going to die? 
Three weeks later, Kevin Rudd 
and his wife attended a funeral 
at the Perth Cemetery for a 
soldier killed overseas two 
weeks previously. This was 
before these unfortunate deaths 
were to become an almost com-
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I purchased WAN shares for 
$8.33. I sold the WAN shares 
when they reached $9.00 on 
October 3, 2008. 

A more recent ‘coincidence’ 
was, after buying Myer shares 
for $1.96 on May 28, 2012, a 
few days later I had a premoni-
tion (very rare), that they 
would go down to around 
$1.55. Based on this, I sold my 
shares in Myer for $1.85 on 
June 4, 2012, making a small 
loss. I even emailed my family 
(June 7, 2012) about the prem-
onition and the price of around 

mon occurrence. The footage 
on Sky News (The only news I 
watch) showed Mr. Rudd and 
his wife standing next to the 
grave. A clip of this footage 
was then included in the 
‘promo’ for Sky News, and 
was repeated many times over 
the following weeks—so I got 
to see them standing by that 
grave quite often. 

It should be noted that if I’d 
have had this dream any closer 
to the date of the funeral, 
WASA would most probably 
have claimed it was based on 
my being aware of the unfortu-
nate soldier’s death. Even so, 
WASA told me that this dream 
and others of mine which re-
solved themselves similarly 
were coincidences, and told me 
that for them to accept that they 
weren’t coincidences, I had to 
provide them with the dates 
and times the dreams would 
come true, and the locations. 
This is a bit like telling a hang-
glider pilot that they won’t 
believe he can fly until he goes 
supersonic. They were chang-
ing the rules so that I would 
fail. I never told them I could 
provide exact dates or times. I 
told them this was impossible 
as my dreams are like watching 
a silent movie. 

I did tell them though, that I 
had dreamt that the share price 
for West Australian Newspa-
pers (WAN) would drop to 
$8.30. At the time, they were at 
$13.00, and rising. I still re-
member having an argument/
discussion with my work col-
league who said you can’t 
make money from a psychic 
ability (ironically, his wife is a 
psychic healer), but I was ada-
mant that the price was going 
to fall to $8.30. My sister told 
me that there would have to be 
a major crash for it to do so. I 
had told her to sell as she had 
quite a few shares in that com-
pany (I still have the email). 
This is the only time I’ve done 
this. I also emailed WASA on 
January 31, 2008, advising 
them of this dream, and I told 
them I didn’t know the exact 
date the price would fall, but I 
said I was getting ready to buy 
when it did. On June 13, 2008, 

$1.55. At this stage, Myer 
shares were trading well below 
their historical price, and I 
resisted the urge to buy back in. 
I was so confident that around 
$1.55 was the bottom price, 
that on June 28, 2012, not only 
did I buy a substantial amount 
in my Superfund, but also a 
small amount privately. 

Financial Experts will ex-
plain that it is almost impossi-
ble to pick the bottom of a 
share price—with the Myer 
shares, I did. The chart below 
confirms that I purchased the 

shares on the day they were at 
their lowest. I did not, and have 
not, purchased any more Myer 
shares at the time of writing. 
Again, this is the only time I 
have had a premonition on 
shares, and also emailed my 
family about it. You can also 
see from the chart below that at 
the time of my premonition, the 
shares were actually going up! 
It’s very rare for me to get 
‘share’ dreams or premoni-
tions, but when I do, I listen! Ψ 
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I was in Venice last Monday. 
It got me thinking. As I traipsed 
the quaint streets and marvelled 
at how the place remained so 
charming despite the tourists 
and decay, I started to think 
about the time when it was a 
haven for those who had 
thoughts which challenged the 
authority of the day. The time 
when the canal-based city 
thumbed its nose at the authori-
ty of Rome and maintained a 
place where people were free to 
think and investigate those 
things considered out of bounds 
by church authorities. 

Some of the controversial 
things they discussed in the 
salons are related to what we 
now call psi today and are still 
subject to repression by reli-
gious and scientific authorities 
(works in the hermetic tradition 
for example). 

An offshoot of all the intel-
lectual pursuits was the estab-
lishment of many publishing 
houses, fulfilling the need to 
disseminate ideas. The new 
printing companies also helped 
develop new ways of sharing 
information. One such compa-
ny, Aldine Press, founded in the 
late 1400s in Venice is credited 
with inventing italic type face, 
introducing the comma and 
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semi-colon as well as the pro-
duction of more affordable 
books (the paperbacks of the 
day). It must surely have been 
quite a place to experience. 

On the plane home to Aus-
tralia—with the sleep deprived 
mind-widening idleness that 
accompanies long-haul 
flights—I started to think more. 
Where is the Venice of that era 
today? And I came to the con-
clusion that we don’t have one, 
which made me wonder if we 
should try somehow, to create 
one. 

The internet has brought the 
parapsychology community 
together online in a way that 
wasn’t possible even 10 years 
ago. Without the ability to find 
like-minded researchers operat-
ing in universities far beyond 
our shores I doubt I would have 
pursued my interest in psi as I 
have. Since it is costly to travel, 
and Australia remains a small 
and isolated place to pursue 
such interests, it is still critical. 
Though I am glad I established 
strong connections before the 
social media explosion, inane 
content and Google-ads 
changed the online landscape. 

Despite the internet and the 
increase in ease of communica-
tion, we still find ourselves in 

our own institutions, searching 
for research income, and bat-
tling the ignorance in the main-
stream presses and academia. 
There is no Venice where we 
can gather, work, live, meet and 
publish without the prejudices 
inherited from even before the 
time Venice provided such a 
haven for free-thinkers. By free-
thinkers, I don’t mean those 
who have wild and crazy no-
tions of utopia or unfounded 
speculative theories about the 
nature of reality. I mean those 
who, like psi researchers now, 
have seen past the blocks that 
unnecessarily prohibit our ex-
pansion of understanding of 
phenomena such as telepathy 
and psychokinesis. 

Universities sprinkled around 
the place (like Edinburgh in its 
heyday) have at various times 
provided small harbours in the 
stormy sea of ignorance. And I 
never cease to be inspired by 
the groups that formed in the 
1970s and produced remarkable 
applicable psi experiments (like 
the Mobius group or the Stan-
ford Institute researchers). 

But there doesn’t seem to 
have evolved any one institu-
tion, let alone a city, where you 
would move to in order to pur-
sue the study of psi and live and 
work amongst those who are 
similarly inspired and, most 
importantly, have the unequivo-
cal support of major funded 
institutions. 

To create a modern version 
you would need a city with a 
supportive university or insti-
tute, big enough to provide 
employment for various re-
searchers, small enough to cre-
ate a connected community, and 
robust enough to support related 
commercial activities to keep it 
vibrant. Most importantly it 
needs to be a place that wel-
comes outsiders, and allows 
residential opportunities for 
those who might choose to 
move to the city, but who do not 
hail from the country it is in. It 
is perhaps this latter point that is 
the greatest barrier in modern 
times. 

When Venice experienced 
such a flourishing of thought, 
passports were not required and 
anyone with a bit of capital or 
smarts could move to and set up 
in the city regardless of where 
they originally hailed from. The 

Quid Nunc by Hannah Jenkins 

internet has broken this bounda-
ry and created online publishing 
opportunities, but I still think 
there is a value in being able to 
meet and talk and discuss and 
share information in person. 
Places renowned for producing 
some of the influential thinkers 
today have often been places 
where disparate people are pro-
vided with the opportunity to 
exchange pleasantries, say in a 
tea room, and these exchanges 
then lead to collaboration and 
sharing of ideas across disci-
plines. (I am thinking here of a 
place like MIT’s Building 20 
famous now for seeding think-
ers like Noam Chomsky). Imag-
ine then a whole living commu-
nity within a city where such 
opportunities arise. This sort of 
crucible is what Venice proba-
bly provided all those centuries 
ago. 

As an intriguing addendum—
as I was writing this column, 
concentrating quite intently as I 
was already running late on the 
deadline, my phone rang. It was 
a friend of mine, also an Aus-
tralian psi researcher. It turned 
out she’d rung my number com-
pletely by accident and was 
actually trying to reach some-
one in the UK. At the time she 
rang, I had been focussing in-
tensely on the thought of creat-
ing a new Venice somewhere 
(the idea behind this column) 
and was imagining a future 
where Hobart (where I currently 
reside) had successfully become 
such a hub for radical thinking. 
(It fulfils most of the criteria—it 
has a university which, though 
isn’t currently supportive of psi 
research, at least has a history of 
parapsychology studies, it has a 
population of around 250,000—
a sizeable enough city without 
being too big. It is a charming 
town situated in beautiful sur-
rounds. Perfect!) 

It was exactly at the moment 
as I was imagining the delight-
ful reality of such a future when 
the call interrupted my thoughts. 
Was the phone call just a coin-
cidence, or was there something 
more at work. We’ll never 
know from just this one inci-
dent. But it made me happy to 
think someone out there in the 
psi research community might 
have picked up on this thought. 
Now, how to make it a reality. . 
. . .                                           Ψ 


